
WHAT ARE MY TREES WORTH?
By: John Withers, Procurement Forester for Meister Log & Lumber



Understanding the factors that determine the 
value of your trees

• Introduction

• Species

• Volume 

• Quality Factors

• Harvest Costs

• Transportation Costs

• Inventory Costs

• Milling Costs

• Markets (Veneer, Lumber, Residues)

• Other 



Species

• What type of trees do I have?
• Different species have different values

Walnut

Hard Maple

White Oak

Cherry

Red Oak

Hickory, Ash, Soft Maple

Elm, Aspen, other



Volume
• Volume is a function of length and diameter

• Trees are scaled by measuring DBH and merchantable height
• Logs are scaled by measuring dib on the small end and length

• Scale deductions are taken for rot, sweep, and other defects

• Different Log Rules
• Scribner Dec. C- used in WI, MN, UP of MI
• Doyle- Used in IA, IL and most other hardwood regions.  Most walnut is scaled in 

Doyle



Quality

• Factors that determine quality
• Past land use

• Aspect

• Soil type

• Stand structure



Quality

• Quality is expressed by the grade of a log
• Grades are determined by diameter, length, and number and type of defects

• Veneer grades typically have the most value

• Sawlog grades are derived from lumber grades



Harvesting Costs

• Operability
• Road Work

• Felling

• Skidding

• Landing sites



Transportation Costs

• Trucking Related Costs
• Truck Costs

• Fuel Costs

• Repair Costs

• Insurance Costs

• Prehauling?



Inventory Costs

• Cash Flow Management
• What type of log supply is needed?

• Winter

• Breakup

• Summer/Fall

• Down payments

• Interest rates



Milling Costs

• Capitol Investment
• Buildings

• Equipment

• Labor
• Wages

• Taxes

• Workers Compensation

• Employee Benefits

• Other



Markets

• Veneer
• Rotary vs. Slicer

• Domestic vs. Export

• Lumber
• Grades (Lumber, Ties, Cants)

• Residues
• Sawdust

• Bark

• Chips



Other

• Sale Specifics
• Volume

• Species mix

• Payment terms

• Length of contract

• Harvest restrictions

• Potential hazards







Questions

John Withers-Procurement Forester

608-415-0618

midwesthardwood.com

http://midwesthardwood.com/

